BELEAGUJEKED  BY THE  ARABS.

The Greeks, however, were masters of the sea;
and the Persian army at the southern side of
the water, could but watch the progress of a
strife in which they were unable to take a part,
Heraclius at last succeeded in sending 12,000
chosen troops to the aid of his capital: the
Senate and the people seconded their absent
monarch with heroic constancy; and after a
protracted siege the armies of the Avars and of
the Persians were alike compelled to retreat.

The next sieges which Constantinople sus-
tained were those by the Arabs. The former
of these took place within forty-six years of
the flight of Mahomet from Mecca, A;D. 668.
The Saracen naval forces passed without diffi-
culty the channel of the Hellespont, and cast
anchor within a few miles of the city. Bay
after day the assault was carried on with all
the ardour which fanaticism acan add to the
spirit of conquest, Greek fire, however, which
at that time but began to be known, burned
with a fiercer flame even than that of religious
enthusiasm. It drove the Saracens back in